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Reconsidering European 
Contributions to Global Justice
Since its inception the European Union (EU) has proclaimed an ambition to 
promote justice at the global level. But what precisely is the EU’s contribution? 
And what would a just foreign policy look like?

GLOBUS sets out a new research agenda for the study of the EU’s international 
role. It engages with theoretical debates on how we should think about justice 
beyond states’ borders. With a conceptual scheme that suggests different 
understandings of global justice, GLOBUS directs attention to the underlying 
political and structural challenges to justice. 

Why global justice?

Increased flows of migration, climate change, new patterns of trade, and security 
risks, challenge state borders. Peoples’ interests are directly affected without 
regard for their status or citizenship. This fact of globalisation creates a context of 
justice beyond the state.

Research areas
GLOBUS studies dilemmas of justice emanating from trans-border issues 
and analyses how the EU approaches them. Research areas and case 
studies include: 

Climate justice
• The EU’s role and global justice concerns at Climate Change Conferences
• The EU’s role in the transfer of green technology
• The EU’s involvement with the Green Climate Fund

Trade and development
• Trade agreements between the EU and the African, Caribbean, and 

Pacific Group of States
• The intersection between the EU’s trade and development policies 
• EU’s Aid for Trade policy

Migration
• The external dimension to EU migration policy 
• The EU’s relations with international organizations and neighbouring 

countries in migration crisis management
• The link between terrorism and migration in the EU’s external policy 

and its implications for global justice 

Security and conflict resolution
• Justice arguments in the drafting of the EU’s security policy
• Justice considerations in EU crisis management missions and 

humanitarian interventions including in Chad and  Kosovo 
• Different understandings of gender and the translation of feminist 

insights into EU security and conflict management

GLOBUS combines normative and empirical research. Multiple methods 
are used to critically examine the EU’s contribution to ensure justice at 
the global level. GLOBUS brings together a multidisciplinary and cross-
cultural team of scholars from politics, international relations, philosophy, 
economics, law and sociology.



External perspectives 
on EU policies
Research in GLOBUS takes into account the experience and perspectives of 
state and non-state actors outside of Europe. Particular attention is given to 
the perspectives of the BRICS countries – Brazil, China, India, Russia and 
South Africa.

GLOBUS examines what are the most important justice claims coming from 
these emerging powers and their citizens. GLOBUS also examines how the 
BRICS countries’ views on how to resolve concerns for justice diverge from 
the views of the EU. 

The project analyses the EU’s ability to take into account the claims from these 
states and from their citizens.

Justice as a 
contested concept
There is no agreement on what justice entails. Also, power relations, 
unequal competences and the prevailing ‘system of states’ may hinder the 
realisation of justice. 

Through a novel conceptual and evaluative framework, GLOBUS scholars 
contribute to long-standing theoretical debates on justice. The project 
proposes three different ways to think about global justice.    

The three understandings all suggest that the key justice question is not 
only about redistribution, about who gets what. Another important concern 
is who decides on the distribution of goods in the first place, as well as 
how such decisions are made. GLOBUS considers this question of global 
political justice and directs attention to underlying structural challenges. 

Each of the three understandings prioritise some demands of justice over 
others.

•	 Justice	as	non-domination concerns itself with ensuring that the 
global system permits states to fulfil their promise as freedom enabling 
institutions, through an emphasis on their equal status as sovereign.

•	 Justice	as	impartiality concerns itself with enhancing universal 
global rules, norms and institutions in order to ensure that global 
outcomes take heed of the interests of people regardless of their 
citizenship.

•	 Justice	as	mutual	recognition concerns itself with the fact of 
difference, and with the need for global structures that allow for due 
hearing. Equal treatment may require differentiated solutions.

GLOBUS investigates how these different understandings fare through 
normative and empirical analyses of the EU’s external policies. 



Policy relevance
GLOBUS will inform policy-making by:

• Advancing understandings of the EU as a value-based actor in global 
affairs in light of different actors’ perspectives of justice

• Proposing how policies, institutional structures and procedures might 
be reconceived in light of concerns for global political justice

• Establishing an arena for direct engagement and mutual learning 
between researchers and policy makers

• Facilitating critical reflection of alternative courses of action in foreign 
policy

• Analysing available policy options for the EU, and establishing their 
viability

• Providing policy makers with instruments of self assessment and 
reflection

• Visit www.globus.uio.no for information on research activities and 
publications. The GLOBUS Research Papers and GLOBUS Reports, as well as 
Policy Briefs are available online.

• A series of workshops, conferences, seminars and lectures are held in Bologna, 
Dublin, Johannesburg, New Dehli, Oslo, Rio de Janeiro, and Tübingen. 

• The project’s researchers foster dialogue with policy stakeholders in GLOBUS’ 
policy network, representing policy makers and governments, international 
organisations, civil society, think tanks, and interest groups.    
Contact us if you would like to join the policy network!

• Policy dialogue meetings and other events ensure exchange of perspectives 
between researchers and practitioners.

• GLOBUS engages with students through student days in Germany, Ireland, 
Italy, Norway and South Africa and a youth conference in Bologna. 

• The GLOBUS website provides educational resources inviting students across 
the globe to explore different visions of justice.

Activities

Global Justice Blog   

The project’s blog is a platform for knowledge 
exchange that aims to foster critical reflection 
on issues of global justice.

Follow

Twitter
globus_h2020

Facebook
globus.h2020

globus.uio.no/blog info@globus.uio.no

#globusjustice
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